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©Hideo Nakaj ima, ©Rieko Oka

Born in 1991, pianist Ai Kuwabara has previously been introduced in the media as “Genius Girl.” With skill

and sensitivity that are sure to amaze, she has shot to the top with her music. While her music calls to

mind Michel Petrucciani and Esbjörn Svensson, she expresses her creative world with the backing of her

lush sensitivity and precise technique. Every original composition that Kuwabara writes down is free and

emotional, occasionally avant-garde, and lies beyond the frame of jazz pianists that have existed thus far.

Adding his name as co-producer, bassist Yusuke Morita plays everything from transcendent solos like Jaco

and Hadrien Feraud to aggressive phrases that make for a luminary and magnificent backing sound.

Drummer Shintaro Imamura, with his active career and experience studying at Berklee College of Music in

Boston, calls to mind his favorites Chris Dave and Steve Gadd, adding an essential element to the trio.
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The transcendental Piano Trio Project that swooped down on the world of Japanese jazz is finally making

their American debut!

→ai kuwabara trio project 2nd Album "THE SIXTH SENSE" trailer 

→LABORATORY (from 2nd Album) 

→BET UP (from 1st Album "from here to there") 

→from here to there (from 1st Album) 

→Edit typos. (from 1st Album)

BERKELEY, CA 

NOVEMBER 14, 7:30PM

 

CHEVRON AUDITORIUM, INTERNATIONAL HOUSE

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY

(2299 PIEDMONT AVE., BERKELEY, CA 94720)

Co-organized by 

Consulate-General of Japan in San Francisco 

International House at UC Berkeley 

LOS ANGELES, CA

NOVEMBER 16, 7:30PM

The Los Angeles Theatre Center 

(514 S. Spring St., Los Angeles, CA 90013)

Co-organized by 

Consulate-General of Japan in Los Angeles 

The Los Angeles Theatre Center 

DENVER, CO

NOVEMBER 18, 7:30PM

Kenneth King Academic & Performing Arts Center 

Auraria Campus 

(855 Lawrence Way, Denver, CO 80204)

Co-organized by 

Consulate-General of Japan in Denver 

Golda Meir Center and the Department of Music at Metropolitan State University of Denver

ANCHORAGE, AK
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NOVEMBER 20, 7:30PM

Fine Arts Building 

University of Alaska Anchorage 

(Alumni Drive, Anchorage, AK 99508)

Co-organized by 

Consular Office of Japan in Anchorage 

Department of Music of the University of Alaska, Anchorage 

ai kuwabara trio project 

Pianist Ai Kuwabara (b. 1991) produces her original music in collaboration with bassist Yusuke Morita for this piano trio

project. While her music calls to mind a striking resemblance to that of two of her most loved and admired jazz pianists,

Michel Petrucciani and Esbjörn Svensson of the Esbjörn Svensson Trio (E.S.T.) ,  Kuwabara expresses her creative world

with the backing of her lush sensitivity and precise technique. The trio’s f irst album “from here to there” (ewe records)

debuted nationally in Japan in November 2012, and their second album, “THE SIXTH SENSE” (ewe records), released in

April 2013, reached number one on the Tower Records Jazz Chart (Japan). In addition, The Japan Timesselected it as the

best album of the first half of 2013 ( jazz category), a great acknowledgment. The trio has performed at a number of

festivals, including Sapporo City Jazz 2013 and the 12th Tokyo Jazz Festival (Tokyo International Forum, Hall A). 

http://www.aikuwabaratrio.com/

 

Ai Kuwabara 

Born 1991, Chiba Prefecture. Graduated from the Music Department at Senzoku Gakuen

High School as a jazz piano major in 2010. Studied piano under Yuki Arimasa, Yoko

Yamashita, and Kazune Zaima. Active since her early years, winning many awards

including gold medals at the All-Japan Yamaha Electone Concours. Featured in AERA

magazine as “Genius Electone Girl .” Switched to playing the piano from the latter half of

junior high. After graduation, self-planned, produced, and composed music for her f irst

l ive show in April 2010 gaining favorable reviews. Currently performing all over Japan in

shows spanning a range of genres. Worked in Germany from May to August 2011 as the

pianist for the German production of “The Young Americans Dinner-Theater Europe.”

Toured Japan as pianist for Yo Oizumi’s “Oizumi One-Man Show” from October to

November 2011. Took part in the first official CD for the fashion brand “mastermind

Japan,” in Def Tech’s “GREATEST HITS” album, and in a variety of recording work. In

May 2012, self-produced her first album “from here to there,” then added bonus tracks

and re-released it the following November through ewe records for a national debut.

Released in April 2013, her second album, “THE SIXTH SENSE,” reached number one on the Tower Records Jazz Chart

(Japan). Performed at Sapporo City Jazz Festival 2013 for both the Sapporo concerts and the Tokyo concerts. Performed

at the 12  Tokyo Jazz Festival 2013 (Tokyo International Forum, Hall A). 

http://www.aikuwabaratrio.com

Yusuke Morita 

Born in 1988 in Hyogo Prefecture. After trying out various instruments, started playing bass in high school,

and also began to study jazz on his own. Graduated from Tokyo College of Music as a composition major.

Studied composition under Mr. Shigeaki Saegusa and Mr. Katsuhisa Hattori, and studied electric bass

under Mr. Yoshihiro Naruse. Played with many professional musicians in jam sessions during his student

years. Collaborated on recording work and provided other support for several projects, mostly in the club

th
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scene. After graduating, took charge of arranging tracks for several

compilation albums featuring tracks by artists such as Michael Jackson and

Stevie Wonder. A new generation bassist that has it all - improvisation using

the diction of jazz, groove cultivated while working on dance music in the

club scene, and logic fostered from composition and arrangement. Other than

his present work with the ai kuwabara trio project, currently busy supporting

and doing arrangements for several major artists. 

 

 

 

Shintaro Imamura 

Born 1980 in Fukuoka Prefecture. Influenced by

his father, an amateur drummer, joined YAMAHA

Popular Music School at three years old. While in

high school, participated in a summer school at

the Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts

(England). Went to the United States upon

graduation from high school and entered

Berklee College of Music in Boston, where he

studied under Kenwood Dennard. Returned to

Japan in September 2005 and relocated his

base of operations to Tokyo. Currently working

on behalf of his own bands Enginez and

Loostripper in addition to being involved in a

variety of live shows and recording support. 

http://ameblo. jp/shintaroimamura/

 

 

Upcoming Events

JAPANEMA = Japanese Cinema

Arts & Culture Grants

Rental Exhibitions

Past Events: Lecture Series 
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Past Events: Others 

Lights, Camera, Japanese! Become a Voice Over Star

Japanese Workshop: Samurai Acting

Workshop: Create Your Own Kanji & Call igraphy

Butoh Workshop by Dance Maestro Mushimaru Fujieda

An Evening with Kabuki Actor Kyozo Nakamura

Lecture & Demonstration: Samurai Spirit Alive

Words Can't Go There: John Kaizan Nepture Shakuhachi Live in Los Angeles

Workshop: Action in Japanese

Evening Time Wellness Wednesday (Yoga & Meditation)

Change the World with Onigiri 2018

Lecture & Demonstration: Noh Masks

Ask Marty

TATAKE TAKE: Let's Play Bamboo Beat!

Hands on with Japanese Handmade Paper

Bamboo Music

Japan Korea Miso

Rakugo Sankyo

Takahashi Hiroko

New Year's Cuisine

One Piece Kabuki
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Time After Time

Takeo Kawaguchi - SLOW BODY

Street-style Kendama

Perspectives on Risque Cinema

Cinema Kabuki

Cinema Kabuki

R&R Library Lounge

Java and Jazz Library Lounge

Change the World With Onigiri

Japanese Design Today

Kyogen Performance/Workshop

Daidengaku Dance Workshop

Mashi Murakami Meet & Greet

Daughters of the Samurai

One-Man Kabuki Storyteller

Zen Call igraphy Workshop

Rakugo

The Great Passage

Ai Kuwabara Trio Project

Japanese Kites

Hachi - A Dog's Tale
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Headquarters New York Office Center for Global Partnership Volunteer ボランティア募集
Japan Related Links Job Openings (Updated)

5700 Wilshire blvd, Suite 100 

Los Angeles, CA 90036

P. 323.761.7510

Annual Report

© 2019 The Japan Foundation, Los Angeles

Web Design.

Japan Film Festival

Director's Talk

Nikkatsu at 100

Cast Me If You Can

Abeya Tsugaru-Shamisen

Arigato From Japan

Past Events: Japanema (PDF) 
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